indignation burst the dam, but now I saw that they had even
copied his gestures. I was at the fountainhead of Nazi eloquence.

All the way round Germany I had found Nazi leaders using
the same gestures. Two in particular impressed me. When you
wanted to lay clear your mind in all lucidity you bunched the
points of all your fingers together and plucked thoughts from
your forehead, as if you laid bare your innermost soul. You
drove a good point home by stabbing the right forefinger
against the left palm. Thoughts had been plucked and points
hammered home for me all over Germany. Now Hitler did it
again.

He addressed me as if I were the Sport Palast packed to
bursting. The quiet self-control; the rising tide of righteous
indignation; the impassioned outburst, the voluble gestures,
the baneful glare. He would have made a marvellous sergeant-
major and I wondered that he had only become a corporal in
the war. He spoke bitterly of France, the peace treaty, the
League of Nations, as the sources of all original sin, of Ger-
many's unrequited love for England. France would squeeze
England like an orange; and woe betide England when France
turned upon her. Frederick the Great, the patron of Voltaire,
smirked down on us.

I heard this argument often enough from Nazis in my seven
years in Germany. But I formed the opinion that the real
hatred of that warlike Germany which eventually prevailed is
for England, first and foremost. England took the German
fleet, England took the richest German colonies, England con-
fiscated German property, England's intervention prevented a
lightning German victory in 1914, for without her France would
have been rolled up like a piece of linoleum. Then England
could have been tackled singly, later. England was the real
obstacle to world domination. Any Englishman who can con-
vincingly pass as a Dutchman, an Austrian or what not can
test this statement; he will hear other things about England
than the unrequited love story which so titillates the palate of
the casual English visitor, come to see for himself,
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